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INTRODUCTION

Intrathecal baclofen (ITB) has primarily been used
as a treatment for pediatric patients with persistent
spasticity despite conservative management. The
following case report presents a pediatric patient
with progressive neuropsychiatric symptoms after
ITB.

CASE REPORT

A patient with spastic diplegic cerebral palsy
underwent implantation of an ITB pump. With each
dose uptitration, the patient and family noticed
progressive psychiatric symptoms, including severe
depression, suicidal ideation and anorexia. After
multidisciplinary consultation, it was felt that the ITB
might have caused the new symptoms. After
explanation of the pump, her symptoms completely
resolved and have not recurred.
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DISCUSSION

Outcomes with ITB such as reductions in
spasticity with improvement in comfort, mobility
and sleep.

« Common AE’s include constipation, lethargy,
hypotonia, and confusion.

* Neuropsychiatric symptoms have previously been
described in spasticity of spinal origin.

« To our knowledge, this is the 15t reported case with
spasticity of cerebral origin in pediatric patients.

CONCLUSIONS

ITB for the treatment of spasticity from CP could
be associated with psychiatric symptoms.

* The clinician should be vigilant to keep this
possibility on the differential diagnosis while
evaluating ITB patients who present with
neuropsychiatric disturbances.
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