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CASE DESCRIPTION

A 73-year-old female with history of
pleural mesothelioma diagnosed In
2019 and treated with radiation and
chemotherapy presented with
sudden left arm weakness and
right-sided headache. In the ED,
she was observed with facial
twitching and involuntary
movements of the left arm. Brain
MRI showed an enhancing mass in
the right parietal lobe with
vasogenic edema, suspicious for
metastatic disease or a primary
glial neoplasm. EEG showed
lateralized periodic discharges in
the right hemisphere, consistent
with epileptogenic activity. She was
started on Decadron, Keppra, and
Vimpat. The patient underwent
right parietal craniotomy and
resection of the mass, which was
confirmed as metastatic
mesothelioma on the final
pathology report. She was
stabilized and discharged to acute
inpatient rehabilitation where she
was noted to improve her
functional mobility with
comprehensive physical and
occupational therapy.
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DISCUSSION

Mesothelioma is a highly invasive
tumor that usually affects the lung
pleura. Common sites of metastasis
include the liver, kidney, and adrenal
gland, but post-mortem studies have
also demonstrated spread to the CNS,
which is significantly rare. According
to the literature, the annual incidence
of mesothelioma in the United States
Is approximately 3000 cases, and only
3-5% result in metastasis to the brain.
Although rare, it is Iimportant to
recognize the metastatic potential of
mesothelioma, especially as survival
rates improve with advancements In
cancer treatment and more
opportunities for metastasis arise.

CONCLUSION

This case represents a rare instance
of brain metastasis secondary to
pleural mesothelioma. Our patient's
progress in acute rehabilitation
suggests that care under the
guidance of a physiatrist can play a
key role in the treatment of malignant
mesothelioma and other cancers with
metastatic potential to the brain,
iIrrespective of how rare brain
metastasis may be.




